[Population surveillance and its importance in the study of the effectiveness of primary and secondary prevention of ischemic heart disease among the population].
The results of epidermiologic surveys conducted in the USSR and in other countries are briefly analysed. It is noted that study of the effectiveness of the elaborated measures for primary and secondary prevention of ischemic heart disease is the principal object of long-term surveys among the population. The author believes the term population surveys to be most justified. The general principles of the organization of population surveys are described. Approaches to the evaluation of the effectiveness of intervention among the population are briefly characterized.